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Goals

● Understand the California School Dashboard’s background

● Learn key navigation features of the California School 
Dashboard

● Support work identifying district & school performance 
indicators for English learners
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Why do we have a ‘dashboard’?

Background 
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California’s Accountability System



“By reporting performance on 
multiple measures that 
impact student performance 
across the LCFF priorities, 
the new accountability 
system provides a more 
complete picture of what 
contributes to a positive 
educational experience for 
students.” 

SBE September Agenda, Item 1, page 1

    More than a single number...
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Performance Standards set for all LCFF Priorities

LCFF Priority State Indicator Local Indicator

Priority 1 Basics Conditions at School 

Priority 2 Implementation of State Academic Standards

Priority 3 Parent Engagement

Priority 4
Academic Indicator
English Learner Progress 
Indicator

Priority 5 Chronic Absence Indicator
Graduation Rate Indicator*

Priority 6 Suspension Rate Indicator Local Climate Survey 

Priority 7 College/Career Indicator*

Priority 8 College/Career Indicator*

Priority 9 Coordination of Services for Expelled Students**

Priority 10 Coordination of Services for Foster Youth***High School Only                                                                            **COE Only        



Assist identifying 
strengths, weaknesses, 
and areas in need of 
improvement for 
districts and schools.
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Overview of the California Model
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❖ The model uses percentiles 
to create a 5x5 grid that 
combine Status and Change 
that are equally valued in 
making an overall 
determination for a 
Performance Category 
(represented by a color) for 
each indicator.

❖ The model will be applied to 
all LEAs, schools (except 
Alternative Schools), and 
significant student groups.

Change is the difference between performance from the 
prior year and current year, or between the current year 
and a multi-year average - if available.

8



82.9

1.8



82.9

1.8

2015 All Students for 
Sonoma County = Yellow

Performance Category



11



12



Definitions
• California School Dashboard - Web-based display 

reflecting performance data from the evaluation rubrics for 
LEAs and the public

• LCFF Evaluation Rubrics - A new accountability tool 
required by LCFF that includes a set of state and local 
indicators to assist districts in identifying areas in need of 
additional support.

• Indicator - Provides evidence whether certain results 
have or have not been achieved.

● State Indicators are those where the data is loaded into 
the dashboard by CDE

● Local Indicators are those where the determination is 
uploaded to the dashboard by the district.13



Numerically Significant Student Groups
Less than 30 students
● No performance level reported for any indicator with fewer than 30 students
● Status and change displayed for student groups with 11 to 29 students 
● Reported as an asterisk (*) for all students and student groups

No Available Data
● Where data is currently not available, it is reported as not applicable (N/A) 

Implications for small schools and charters: 
● Focus on the “All Students” group as these results will be the most statistically accurate
● May not have enough students to generate student subgroup displays/reports
● The smaller the student group, the greater volatility to Indicator results based upon individual 

student performance 
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Local Educational Agency-Level Data: 
Alternative and Charter Schools

Since charter schools are treated as LEAs under the LCFF, 
these schools’ data are also not “rolled up” or included in the 
charter authorizing agency’s results. This applies to both 
dependent & independent charter schools.

Because alternative schools will be held accountable under a 
separate accountability system (in development), these 
schools’ data are not “rolled up” or included in LEA results. 
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State Indicators v. Local Indicators
State Indicators Local Indicators

Pre-populated for LEAs by State 
with already existing data

LEAs Populate with analysis of 
progress from local data & report 

performance

Most recently certified 
CALPADS Data (from 14-15 or 15-16)

Current or Prior Year Data 
(15-16 or 16-17)

Quantitative Data: 
Matrix of Status and Change

Mix of  Qualitative, Perception, 
& Quantitative Data

5 Performance Categories 
(Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange, Red)

3 Performance Categories 
(Reported, Not Reported, Not Reported 

for 2+yrs)
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How do I navigate the dashboard?

California School Dashboard 
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http://cde.ca.gov/dashboard

http://cde.ca.gov/dashboard
http://cde.ca.gov/dashboard
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http://caschooldashboard.org
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Four Dashboard Navigation Tabs

                 What’s provided from each tab...



State Indicators

• Suspension Rate Indicator

• English Learner Indicator (ELI)

• Graduation Rate Indicator

• Academic Indicators, K-8
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“Equity” layout:  comparison of all student 
groups 

(State indicators only)
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Status and Change Useful for Deeper 
Understanding of State Indicator

“ Status” represents the current year of data. 
There are five Status levels for the state 
indicators:

“Change,” is the difference in results from the 
current year to the prior year or a multi-year 
average. There are five Change levels for each 
state indicator: 



Status & Change Report Sample
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Status & Change Report Sample



Status & Change Report Sample
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Status & Change Report Sample
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Status & Change Report Sample
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All student groups/all state indicators data layout

Student Group Report- All Students



Data layout for one student group: 
English learners



All groups
with
one

Indicator- 

Student 
Achievement

ELA
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Detailed Report Tab Presently Unavailable- coming soon!
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Local Indicators
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Performance Levels

High

Low

State Indicators

Local Indicators

Met

Not Met

Not Met for Two or More 
Years
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Key Principles of Data Investigations for Improvement
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● Data visualization

● Reacting to data

● Explore variation

● Deeper learning questions

See data in a form that you can learn from

Use data for improvement

Look at the data in ways that will highlight 
variation 

Ask the right questions to inform additional 
data gathering



Changing Mindset-Moving to Curiousness
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Focused Learning Investigation

● Deeper dive to understand why we 
are getting the current results for this 
group of students.

Initial Noticings
● Build understanding of data around 

performance standards
● Identify strengths, needs, & equity gaps

LCFF Accountability Dashboard

Reflection Question:
From the LEA data we 
saw earlier- What might 
be an area we need to 
be more curious about?

Determine 
areas of 
curiousness
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Questions?

Rick Phelan
rphelan@scoe.org
@SonomaEdTech

mailto:rphelan@scoe.org
mailto:rphelan@scoe.org

