Sonoma Valley High tightens dress code

Gang colors, plunging necklines banned; school policies vary

By KERRY BENEFIELD

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Published: Wednesday, August 20, 2008 at 4:30 a.m.

Last Modified: Wednesday, August 20, 2008 at 5:18 a.m.

Chloe Davis, a bespectacled freshman who attended orientation at Sonoma Valley High School Monday wearing a red T-shirt with a peace sign on the front hasn't even attended her first day of school and already she's broken the rules.

As of today, Davis's red shirt is not allowed on the campus.

This year, students at Sonoma Valley High will not be allowed to wear solid red or blue clothing, including hats, sweatshirts and shirts underneath other clothing.

Rubber bands around pant legs and wrists, red and blue hair ribbons, and gloves in warm weather are also off limits because of their long-standing link with gangs.

Blue and red have traditionally been affiliated with sureño and norteño gangs, as are the numbers 13 and 14, which already have been banned in logo, or graffiti form on campus.

School officials adopted the revised plan this summer and letters were sent to all students in July.

"I think it's stupid all around," Davis said, noting that she was aware of the rule but forgot about it as she got ready for orientation.

Principal Micaela Philpot said the revised policy is a way to add objectivity to what had been a more nebulous set of rules. The school has not had a surge of gang-related activity, she said.

"It's not up to us to make a decision if your kid is in a gang," she said. "We can't have a presence of gangs on campus. . . . we have to be fair and equitable."

In addition to the ban on solid reds and blues, the revamped dress code now defines what constitutes a plunging neck and backline. Showing skin below the armpits on either the chest or back is now forbidden.

"We didn't have a definition of revealing," Philpot said. "Now you are not talking about someone's physical features that way."

That comes as a relief for many staffers, said math teacher Pat Reed.

"It's a huge distraction," she said of the more revealing outfits she's seen in recent years. Defining what is and isn't allowed will end protests of favoritism, she said.

"It makes it a nice and easy thing to do, so there's no more 'Well, look at her,' " she said.

Senior class President Cambria Isetta said she supports the administration's decision, but added that the Broadway Avenue campus always feels safe.

"Now it's like -- navy blue shorts -- I can't wear something to school that I would have never, ever associated with a gang."

You can reach Staff Writer Kerry Benefield at 526-8671 or kerry.benefield@pressdemocrat.com.
Philosophical Chairs Statement:

“Our school should ban red and blue clothing”

I agree with this statement because…

I disagree with this statement because…
