The New SAT Implemented for the Class of 2006


Introduction Schedule:

Fall 2003…………………PSAT/NMSQT (without student-written essay)

Spring 2005……………..new SAT

Focus on College Success Skills: Writing, Critical Reading, Mathematics

Rationale for new SAT:

· To make Sat even more consistent with curriculum and instructional practices in high school and college

· To help colleges make better admissions/placement decisions by providing a third measure-writing skills

· To reinforce the importance of writing skills throughout a student’s education

Design Objectives: Maintain Value and Quality of the SAT

· Assess reasoning and critical thinking skills in ways that reflect curriculum and classroom practices

· Maintain psychometric quality

· Maintain trend data

· Ensure changes will not exacerbate group differences

Total Testing Time: 3 hours and 45 minutes

Mathematics – The Change: Add Content from Third-Year College Prep Math and Eliminate Quantitative Comparisons

Increase alignment with curriculum and admissions expectations

· 70% of all high school students finish Algebra II (or equivalent) by the end of their junior year
· 97% of college-bound students complete 3 years of math and 69% complete 4 or more years of math
· Most four-year colleges require 3 years of math 
	Math:
	Current SAT
	New SAT

	Time:
	75 min. (Two 30 min.

sections, one 15-min. section)
	70 min. (Two 25 min.

one 20 min. section)

	Content:
	Multiple-Choice Items

Student-Produced Responses 

And Quantitative Comparisons

Measuring:

Number and Operations

Algebra I and Functions

Geometry; Statistics,

Probability and Data Analysis
	Multiple-Choice Items

Student-Produced Responses

Measuring:

Number and Operations

Algebra I, II, and Functions

Geometry; Statistics,

Probability and Data Analysis

	Score:
	M200-800
	M200-800


Critical Reading – The Change: Change Name from Verbal, Eliminate Analogies, Add Paragraph-Length Reading

Strengthen alignment with instructional practices

· Measures students’ ability to identify genre, relationships among parts of a text, cause and effect, rhetorical devices and comparative arguments.

· Reading passages taken from different fields:

· Natural Sciences

· Humanities

· Social Studies

· Literary Fiction

	Critical Reading:
	Current SAT
	New SAT

	Time:
	75 min. (Two 30 min. 

sections, one 15-min. section)
	70 min. (Two 25-min.

one 20-min. section)

	Content:
	Sentence Completion

Critical Reading:

Long Reading Passages

Analogies
	Sentence Completion

Critical Reading:

Short and Long Reading 

Passages

	Score:
	V 200-800
	CR 200-800


The New Writing Component – Multiple Choice: Grammar and Usage, Student-Written Essay

Improve predictive validity and encourage writing in schools

· Short Essay

· Measures students’ ability to develop and support a position on a topic. Students must first analyze the topic and consider their own viewpoint on it, and then support their position with reasoning and examples taken from their reading, studies, experience or observations.

· The essay will be similar to the type of on-demand college writing that is typically read by the professor as a first draft.

· Multiple Choice

· Measures students’ ability to recognize errors, improve sentences and improve paragraphs within a writing context.

Scoring will be based on procedures for the current SAT Subject Test in Writing

· Scored by trained high school teachers and college professors who teach writing composition

· Essays will be scored holistically:

· Each reader will award a score according to the overall quality of the essay.

· They will take into account-designated aspects of writing such as the development of ideas, supporting examples, organization, word choice and sentence structure.

· Each test is scored independently by two readers on a 1-6 scale according to a scoring guide.

· Essays will be scanned and distributed to readers via the Web.

Looking for more information about these changes?

Find it at www.collegeboard.com/newsat.

· Sample test questions and general information for counselors, admissions officers, teachers and students
· Information on how the new SAT essay will be scored
· Information about essay reader requirements and how to apply
· Latest list of institutions that are requiring writing
· Updates on the changes to the PSAT/NMSQT
	Writing: 
	Current SAT
	New SAT

	Time:
	No Test Currently
	60 min. (35-min. multiple-choice; 25 min. essay)

	Content:
	No Test Currently
	Sentence Completion

Critical Reading

Short and Long Reading Passages

	Proposed Score:
	
	W 200-800

Essay  SubScore: 2-12

Multiple-Choice SubScore: 20-80


For further information, visit www.collegeboard.com
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