Philosophical Chairs

1. (optional) Ask students to quick write on the topic chosen. 

2. Write the agree/disagree statement on the board

a. Example: “Educational television helps kids learn”

3. Tell students to form two lines facing each other  – one side “agrees” the other side disagrees with the statement. Neutral students may stand at the top of the two lines and then join a side as they are swayed by arguments. 

4. Students argue their position. You may ask them to hold a bean bag as permission to speak and then toss the bean bag to the next speaker. A student may not speak a second time until 3 other people have spoken.

5. (optional) After 10-15 minutes ask students to reflect of the discussion in writing. Explain the statement. Explain their position. Did they change their mind? What did others say that influence the thinking of others?

