AVID SYLLABUS

Instructor: 
Crystal Speirs
E-mail:

speirsc@ocps.net
Website: 
http://teachers.ocps.net/speirsc 
Voicemail:
407-370-7200  
COURSE OBJECTIVE:  The AVID elective is the key element for the AVID program.  The AVID program is aimed at directing students to a college-bound path. This will be done by holding tutorials, teaching organizational skills, and developing the learning process with critical thinking skills.  We will also be visiting colleges and doing community service and team building exercises to help the student set future goals that they can achieve.

TUTORIALS:  Twice a week the students will be expected to bring specific questions from their other classes and work together in groups to solve them.  Ideally there will also be two or three tutors in addition to the instructor to guide them though the process.  Tutors will not be handing out answers, but helping the students find the answers themselves.  

LEARNING LOGS:  Daily

ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS:  Student will be expected to keep a 3” three ring binder with all the notes and materials from their other classes.  (Binder is provided by the county)  They will be taught how to organize the binder and it will be checked every Friday.  Within the binder they will also be taking Cornell Style notes, which will organize their review material and their learning.

CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS: Twice a week students will be engaged in activities designed to develop the learning process.  These activities include writing assignments, Socratic Seminars, group problem solving and in class projects.  We will also be doing goal setting and a plan of how to achieve their goals.

Community SERVICE:  Each student will be required to complete five hours of community per quarter.  These hours will be logged and signed off by a parent or guardian

GRADING POLICY: Grades will be determined using the following categories:


Tutorials





30%


Binders





30%


Class Work & Assignments



20%


AVID Projects





10%


Community service and class participation

10%

HOMEWORK: Homework will be primarily to keep up with and be organized in other subjects, to be prepared for tutorials, and other activities in the elective class.

	
	
	

	Student Signature
	
	Parent Signature


STUDENT CONTRACT: Is it also required that each student and parent sign a contract committing to the AVID program. Students that do not maintain the terms of the contract will be placed on probation in the AVID program and parents will be contacted to schedule a conference.
