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Throughout the coming year, the 

Sonoma County Office of Education 

will sponsor seven student events and 

academic competitions for grade 

K-12 students. Designed to encourage 

active and engaged learning, these 

activities will attract students from all areas of the county, providing an opportunity to 

showcase their extraordinary talents and support their ongoing success. Teachers and 

administrators are invited to involve their students in these activities. This publication 

describes each event and provides contact information for learning more.

2016-17 Calendar 

October Construction Expo

December Raspberry Pi Coding Contest

March  Synopsys-Sonoma County STEAM Showcase

April  County Spelling Competitions
  Five-Minute Film Festival

May  Robotics Challenge

Summer Summer High School Internship Program



When March 3, 2017 
 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Where  Luther Burbank Center for the Arts

For Grade TK-12 students 

Cost  Free

Register Submit intent to participate at     
 http://tinyurl.com/jlts79q.

Contact Dan Blake, 524-2780, dblake@scoe.org

STEM education refers to the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. STEAM education 
incorporates the arts, which build creativity and critical 
thinking skills. In an effort to support STEAM education in 
local schools, SCOE is holding the first annual Synopsys-
Sonoma County STEAM Showcase. Students have an 
opportunity to share their STEAM-related projects with 
a public audience. The theme is “Cause and Effect,” and 
students will enter projects in one of four categories (or as a 
combination of two or more categories).
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When      December 10, 2016
      9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Where       SCOE

For   Grade 9-12 students

Cost Free

Register    Complete the Intent to Participate form at  
 http://tinyurl.com/scoe12-12.

Contact Rick Phelan, 524-2847, rphelan@scoe.org   
 Casey Shea, 524-2810, cshea@scoe.org

The Raspberry Pi Coding Contest begins in September and 
culminates with an exhibition of entries in December. High 
school students are challenged to use low-cost ($35) credit 
card-sized computers, Raspberry Pi’s, to design and create.  
This year’s theme, “The Internet of Things,” asks students to 
make a product that will serve an identified school need. 
Contestants will brainstorm possibilities and engineer using 
the Raspberry Pi along with other materials. End products 
will display skills in building and coding through a useful new 
school resource. SCOE staff will offer different Raspberry Pi 
learning opportunities in September and October to help get 
work started. Students will spend time at school and home 
developing their ideas for the December exhibition. 

Raspberry Pi
Coding Contest

Build school spirit in 
support of academics

Recognize award-winning 
students & schools

Science event participants sort coins as part of their project.

Synopsys-Sonoma County
STEAM Showcase

When October 13, 2016 
                    8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Where Veterans Memorial Hall, Santa Rosa

For   Grade 6-12 students

Cost            Free

Register    Early October

Contact     Stephen Jackson, 524-2720, sjackson@scoe.org

The Careers in Construction Expo is co-sponsored by SCOE 
and the North Coast Builders Exchange, with support from 
trade groups and construction companies. Approximately 
1,000 middle and high school students are bused to 
the event to watch demonstrations, learn about future 
employment opportunities and job requirements, talk with 
people in the construction industry, and participate in 
hands-on projects guided by professionals. Most students 
attend the Construction Expo through a Career Technical 
Education (CTE) class or other school program.

Construction Expo



When March 3, 2017 
 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Where  Luther Burbank Center for the Arts

For Grade TK-12 students 

Cost  Free

Register Submit intent to participate at     
 http://tinyurl.com/jlts79q.

Contact Dan Blake, 524-2780, dblake@scoe.org

STEM education refers to the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. STEAM education 
incorporates the arts, which build creativity and critical 
thinking skills. In an effort to support STEAM education in 
local schools, SCOE is holding the first annual Synopsys-
Sonoma County STEAM Showcase. Students have an 
opportunity to share their STEAM-related projects with 
a public audience. The theme is “Cause and Effect,” and 
students will enter projects in one of four categories (or as a 
combination of two or more categories).
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When      April 3, 2017

Where       Third Street Cinemas in Santa  Rosa 

For   Open to the public (with priority given to   
 students  in grades K-12 and their families).

Cost Free

Register    To enter a film, visit scoe.org/film.                                
 Screening event is by invitation only for top   
 15 finalists.

Contact Dan Blake, 524-2780, dblake@scoe.org

The Five-Minute Film Festival is a countywide contest that 
showcases student work for a live audience in a public 
theater. Prior to the festival, students work with teachers 
to create videos that demonstrate their learning around 
the central integrated theme of “Discovery.” Films are then 
submitted to a judging panel for review and the top 15 are 
selected to debut at the festival. Prizes are awarded to the 
winners in each category. 

Five-Minute Film Festival

Encouraging, 

recognizing, and 

promoting learning for 

Sonoma County students

When   Elementary – April 3, 2017  
 Junior High – April 4, 2017 
 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Where   SCOE

For   Grade 4-9 students

Cost   $85 per school

Register    Schools register to participate by October 31   
 at http://tinyurl.com/gtnptju. 
 Regional elementary bees are held in Jan-Feb. 

Contact Karen McGahey, 522-3330, kmcgahey@scoe.org

SCOE coordinates regional and county elementary spelling 
competitions for grade 4-6 students and a countywide junior 
high competition for students in grades 7-9. Students are 
selected to participate in the county spelling bees through 
regional elementary events, or at school-based junior high 
competitions. At the county bees, students compete in 
elimination rounds, with trophies awarded to the top spellers. 
All spellers receive certificates and event mementos to 
recognize their accomplishments. The first and second-place 
winners from each county spelling bee are eligible to advance 
to the state-level championships. 

County Spelling Bees

 Excel in areas of interest Encourage & motivate learning

Young filmmakers make their red-carpet debut at the film screening.

The top elementary spellers from the 2015 county spelling competition.

Synopsys-Sonoma County
STEAM Showcase

When October 13, 2016 
                    8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Where Veterans Memorial Hall, Santa Rosa

For   Grade 6-12 students

Cost            Free

Register    Early October

Contact     Stephen Jackson, 524-2720, sjackson@scoe.org

The Careers in Construction Expo is co-sponsored by SCOE 
and the North Coast Builders Exchange, with support from 
trade groups and construction companies. Approximately 
1,000 middle and high school students are bused to 
the event to watch demonstrations, learn about future 
employment opportunities and job requirements, talk with 
people in the construction industry, and participate in 
hands-on projects guided by professionals. Most students 
attend the Construction Expo through a Career Technical 
Education (CTE) class or other school program.



Robotics Challenge

5340 Skylane Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-8246 
(707) 524-2600   n   scoe.org

North Bay Region Academic Decathlon* 
The Academic Decathlon is a ten-event scholastic 
competition for teams of high school students.  
Sonoma County teams participate in this regional  
event in late January/early February. Winning teams 
advance to the California Academic Decathlon. Learn 
more at academicdecathlon.org/nbrad.htm.

National History Day–Sonoma County* 
History Day is a year-long academic program that 
encourages students to explore history through 
project-based learning and research. Students 
present their projects in February at the Sonoma 
County event. If successful locally, they can advance 
to state and national competitions. Learn more at                          
nhdsonomacounty.org.

Additional Events

When Four-week summer internship

Where  Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park

For Sonoma County public high school juniors

Cost Free

Register Student application forms are available  
 on the SSU website in mid-February.

Contact Sonoma State University, School of  
 Science & Technology, 664-2171

The SHIP program, a collaboration between SCOE 
and Sonoma State University’s School of Science and 
Technology, matches top Sonoma County public 
high school juniors with SSU faculty mentors who 
are conducting research in the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields. Participating 
students earn a $1,000 stipend and have the opportunity 
to work on challenging research projects in state-of-the-art 
facilities while interacting with faculty and SSU students 
in the university environment. Up to 15 students will be 
selected for this program in 2017. Project information from 
prior years is available on the SSU website,   
sonoma.edu/scitech/hs.

Summer High School
Internship Program (SHIP)

*Note: These events are not sponsored by SCOE.
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When   May 6, 2017 
 8:45 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Where   Elsie Allen High School, Santa Rosa

For   Grade 4-8 school teams

Cost   $10 per student

Register   Visit scoe.org/robotics.

Contacts Rick Phelan, 524-2847, rphelan@scoe.org

Now in its fifteenth year, the Sonoma County Robotics 
Challenge is an event for students in grades 4-8 to work 
with Lego Mindstorm sets and coding software. Activities 
take place between December and May. December and 
January are spent building capacity among teachers 
and volunteers who will work with students at local 
schools. In early February, challenge events for the year’s 
competition are announced. Challenges are designed 
for beginner through advanced student competitors. 
School teams meet once a week from February through 
April to develop challenge responses. The culminating 
experience is the Sonoma County Robotics Challenge 
in May, where teams come together and compete, 
matching robots and ideas.

Student prepares his robot to compete in the challenge.


