EXAMPLE

Three-part essay organizer for Timed Writing

Adapted from HS Writing p. 67

Writing Prompt
“The course of true love never did run smooth” – 

W. Shakespeare, A Midsummer ‘s Night Dream.

Connect this quotation to a novel, short story, play, film or TV show that focuses on two people who are in love. Discuss their relationship and the ups and downs they experience.  (HS Writing  p. 386)
Introduction (one paragraph)

Opening sentence (the hook-anecdote, quote, startling information, opinion, question, definition)

Rather than kill humans to quench their thirst for blood, some Vampires drink only animal blood. It takes immense control and these vampires must constantly fight their instincts. 
Thesis (answer to a question, declaration of my views)
Shakespeare’s quote, “the course of true love never did run smooth” is the central theme of the hugely popular book, Twilight by Stephenie Meyer. In fact, the whole series could be summed up by Shakespeare’s quote.
Forecast (How will I prove it?)

When a teenaged girl and a blood-sucking vampire fall in love at first sight, the couple faces a series of hardships that are both supernatural and mundane. Their course together is never smooth.

Body (several paragraphs)

Topic Sentence (Develop an aspect of the thesis or forecast)


Throughout the novel Twilight, Edward, the vampire and Bella, the human are besieged by problems.  

Analysis (break the whole into parts)


The greatest problem the couple endures is the temptation Edward faces to immediately kill Bella and drink her blood. Although he is committed to drinking only animal blood, he must resist the special aroma of Bella that can at times overwhelm him. He is also very strong and could at anytime accidentally harm her physically. Bella is also unnaturally accident prone, which causes Edward to worry for her safety at all times. Other situations arise such as visiting vampires who prefer human blood and seek to hunt Bella due to her uncanny aroma. 

Evidence (Explain the meaning of situation)


Edward and Bella are never able to relax and just enjoy their love. They are always on guard against the next threat. At times the stress is so much that they fight. Edward comes to the conclusion that he probably should just leave Bella alone because he is not good for her.
Conclusion (one paragraph)

Summary (restate most important information)


Love is never easy, not even for normal couples. In the case of Edward and Bella it is a daily struggle to stay alive while being in love. Edward and Bella’s “course of true love” is rocky and dangerous, never smooth or sweet.
Insight (deepen the idea of thesis, food for thought)


Sometimes love is so difficult that it is best to walk away. In the case of Bella and Edward the love is so overpowering that leaving each other is not an option. They have chosen a course of love that is dangerous to both because they believe that taking a risk on true love is worth the reward.
