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There are 
nearly 1.2 

million ELs in 
CA public 
schools

ELs are 19.3% of the 
statewide

K-12 student 
population

41.8% of CA 
public school 

students speak a 
language other 
than English at 

home

70.2% of ELs 
are enrolled 

in K-6th grade

29.8% of ELs 
are enrolled in 

grades 7-12

93% of ELs speak: 
Spanish, Vietnamese, 

Mandarin, Arabic, Filipino, 
Cantonese, Korean, 

Punjabi, Russian, and 
Hmong

English Learners in California Schools

Source: California Department of Education Facts about English Learners in California - CalEdFacts

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/cefelfacts.asp
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Developed 
COVID Hub and 
Resources in 
Spanish and 
English UnidosUS.org

http://unidosus.org


COVID-19 Relief - The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act (S.3548/H.R.748) 

Latest Action:
• Became law on Friday, March 27 

d

Highlights:
• Includes $2 trillion in emergency funding.
• Includes $30.75 billion in emergency education funding to 

Governors in each State, State educational agencies (SEAs) and 
institutions of higher education (IHEs) 
• After reservations, ED allocates funds as follows: 

• 9.8 percent to Governors. 
• 43.9 percent to SEAs for SEA activities and grants to 

LEAs. 
• 46.3 percent to IHEs.

• $750 million for Head Start 
• $3.5 billion for the Child Care and Development Block Grant 

(CCDBG) program 
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Explaining 
COVID-19 Relief 
for Latino 
Families

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548/related-bills
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/20059055/final-final-cares-act.pdf


COVID-19 Relief - The Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency 
Solutions (HEROES) Act (H.R.6800)
Latest Action:

• Introduced in the House on May 13, 2020. House to vote on bill.
Highlights:

• Includes $3 trillion in emergency funding.
• $100.15 billion in emergency education funding to Governors in each 

State, State educational agencies (SEAs) and institutions of higher 
education (IHEs) 
• $90 billion for State Fiscal Stabilization Fund to support K12 schools 

and IHEs
• $10.15 billion for IHEs, including $1.7 billion for HBCUs and MSIs

• $1.5 billion for broadband support to provide Wi-Fi hotspots and 
connected devices for students and library patrons

• $4 billion for emergency home connectivity needs
• $7 billion for the Child Care and Development Block Grants (CCDBG)
• $3 billion for school meal providers and the Department of Agriculture’s 

Child and Adult Care Food Program.

The HEROES 
Act

https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/documents/Heroes%20Act%20Bill%20Text.pdf


April 17, 2020 - UnidosUS led sign on Hill letter
with 44 orgs requesting $1 billion for Title III.

The CARES and HEROES Act 
provide education 
funding for states and LEAs 
but lack dedicated funding 
for Title III to specifically 
support ELs.
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Sign on letter for 
Title III federal 
aid for ELs

http://publications.unidosus.org/bitstream/handle/123456789/2043/unidosus_titleIIIcovidsignonletter_41720.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


• House “Dear Colleague” letter co-led by 
Reps. Langevin (D-RI) and Espaillat (D-NY) 
with 29 total members.

• Senate “Dear Colleague” letter led by 
Sen. Cortez-Masto (D-NV). 

Rep. Langevin 
(RI)

Rep. Espaillat (NY) Sen. Cortez-Masto 
(NV)
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House and 
Senate “Dear 
Colleague” Letter 
in support of 
additional Title III 
funds for ELs

https://langevin.house.gov/press-release/langevin-espaillat-lead-call-additional-support-english-learners-part-covid-19-relief


DoE guidance bars undocumented, DACA, TPS 
students from emergency grant eligibility under 
CARES, impacting more than 450,000 or ~2% of 
college students.

UnidosUS joined 260+ orgs in letter 
to DeVos urging rescission.

88 House members sent letter to 
DeVos denouncing guidance.

5
Support for 
DACA, TPS, and 
Undocumented 
Students



UnidosUS COVID-19 Resources 
• UnidosUS Letter to Congressional Leadership re COVID-19 and protecting Latino 

communities
• UnidosUS COVID website with information and resources in English and Spanish, including 

policy priorities.
• UnidosUS CARES Act Briefs on economy, education, health, housing, and immigration
• UnidosUS CARES Education Brief
• UnidosUS explainer video series 
• Progress Report blog 
• Hill Letter urging Congress to address Latino priorities left out of the CARES Act
• Sign on letter to Congressional leadership requesting $1 billion in supplemental funding for 

Title III/English Learners
• House Dear Colleague Letter

http://publications.unidosus.org/bitstream/handle/123456789/2033/unidosus_covid19valueslettertoleadership.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unidosus.org/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19/main?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=covid
http://publications.unidosus.org/handle/123456789/2037
http://publications.unidosus.org/bitstream/handle/123456789/2037/unidosus_caresact_education.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://www.unidosus.org/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19/video/UNIDOS-US-CARES-Explaining-COVID-19-Relief-for-Latino-Families
https://progressreport.co/multimedia-report-how-the-cares-act-impacts-students-educators-and-families-during-and-after-the-pandemic/
http://publications.unidosus.org/handle/123456789/2038
http://publications.unidosus.org/handle/123456789/2043
https://langevin.house.gov/press-release/langevin-espaillat-lead-call-additional-support-english-learners-part-covid-19-relief


COVID-19 Resources 
Guidance
• USDA Pandemic Guidance
• CDC Guidance for Schools, Workplaces & Community Locations
• USDOE COVID-19 Information and Resources for Schools and School Personnel
• SBA Small Business Guidance & Loan Resources
• USDOE press release on ESSA waivers for testing and accountability provisions
• USDOE press release on suspension for federal student loan payments with waived interest
• USDOE Supplemental Fact Sheet Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Preschool, Elementary and Secondary 

Schools While Serving Children with Disabilities

Legislation
• Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act (H.R.6074)
• Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R.6201)
• (Related) Sen. Schumer’s Dear Colleague letter
• HEROES Act (H.R. 6800)

https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.sba.gov/page/coronavirus-covid-19-small-business-guidance-loan-resources
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/helping-students-adversely-affected-school-closures-secretary-devos-announces-broad-flexibilities-states-cancel-testing-during-national-emergency
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/delivering-president-trumps-promise-secretary-devos-suspends-federal-student-loan-payments-waives-interest-during-national-emergency
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NnwJUjsKlcZbxOQct7O17aYkZBBNQYho/view?usp=sharing
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6800/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+6800%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3

