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Agenda

1. Six Key Considerations for Supporting English Learners 

with Distance Learning

2. English Language Development in Distance Learning

3. National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month

4. Updates and Resources

5. Breakout Room Discussion
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6 Key Considerations for Supporting English 

Learners with Distance Learning

https://seal.org/6-key-considerations-for-supporting-english-learners-with-

distance-learning/
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1. Explicit Focus on Rich, Academic Language

• Select vocabulary you want students to learn (content and tier II).

• Teach language function words and phrases (describe, contrast, caused by, 

characteristic, etc.) or other language that they need in order to process and 

discuss the content.

• Incorporate technology, images, videos, and total physical response to teach new 

vocabulary.

• Create intentional Think Pair Share prompts or writing prompts that push students 

to use the new vocabulary.

• Pre-teach vocabulary to ELs to support their comprehension and ability to access 

the content during lessons.
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https://www.readingrockets.org/article/choosing-words-teach
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AbgF7gqkPpr13nGvoYirfshNYqz3GMhv/view?usp=sharing


2.  Getting our English learners to engage in 

oral language is critical and we need to get 

creative about it now.

• Emphasize oral language even in virtual spaces.

• During videotaped read alouds: model thinking aloud, ask 

comprehension questions, leave time for them to think, and then 

respond (even if no one is there to hear their answers).

• Practice academic vocabulary and fluency with Chants and songs.

• Use technology to break students into smaller groups.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMWV2IC-DdI&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/ShBBfefJuRI


3. Teach Thematically

• Students engage more deeply when they can become “experts”.

• Curate multilingual thematic video collections and articles in Google 

classroom.

• Align language arts to theme. Select reading or articles that build on 

the social studies or science theme.
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4. Concrete, specifically designed instruction 

to access and comprehend content

• Scaffold learning with graphic organizers.

• Provide differentiated sentence frames.

• Use visuals and videos to support with academic language and 

concepts.

• Provide EL students with additional, small group support. This virtual 

Designated ELD could be used to frontload students with 

vocabulary or concepts, or to respond to their specific needs.

• Use breakout groups to support EL students with additional supports 

and scaffolds. 7

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AbgF7gqkPpr13nGvoYirfshNYqz3GMhv/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/TB5xsGiGzyM


5. Support the Development of 

Home Language

• Encourage all families to embrace this time for celebrating and 

deepening use of the home language.

• Connect bilingual teachers to resources for virtual learning in other 

languages.

• Provide all EL students and families with resources for learning and 

literacy in their home languages.

• Design culturally responsive lessons.
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https://chalkacademy.com/free-chinese-books-websites-apps-kids/?fbclid=IwAR2pybyw-78BIa5skSorPb6izxYykmfq6Tyz_dhM3YwUrm0O2zzC9qw9H7g
https://crehub.org/remote-learning?fbclid=IwAR0vYmPQ_cZIyXlQkYkmDlwP_l4qId94711rac7fs8GePP0QrXbSk-o8cio


6. Continue Strengthening the Home School 

Relationship

• Provide families with multilingual prompts for conversations they can have 

with their children.

• Create open-ended assignments where children can express what they 

are experiencing during this challenging time (orally and/or in writing).

• Create forums of communication with families so you can get feedback on 

what is working or not working for them and their children.

• Use Google Translate to ensure that all assignments or instructions are 

comprehensible.

• Remind families that one of the most important things they can do to 

support their children’s academic learning is to engage them in 

conversations in their home language.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ocRNuNwI1JJuFJddOL1LBa5XNMSlA25f/view?usp=sharing


San Bernardino County 

• Created a presentation based on the 6 recommendations.

• Link to the ppt:  bit.ly/ELDISTANCE

• and webinar:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HCVHP3B3XyKRCNPLBFskRYScNf

NRLYHz/view
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bit.ly_ELDISTANCE&d=DwQFAg&c=SIStQSL0VMIUJoLS-Q8giiFlA-AKdP7tpJHyQh8DeXk&r=nIwFaxGIT8wDMURXDjqxfEMwqmOoHEqtnR7DvzdtS7E&m=0_buxu3ga_r5Nt3Aq5c9LPgvu8vLfl0K5vGcvR-d78o&s=Grp0O_odNeYWZ5-HG-mDbEygucCdCkzRj_ZUKQIiZ_w&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1HCVHP3B3XyKRCNPLBFskRYScNfNRLYHz_view&d=DwMFAg&c=SIStQSL0VMIUJoLS-Q8giiFlA-AKdP7tpJHyQh8DeXk&r=nIwFaxGIT8wDMURXDjqxfEMwqmOoHEqtnR7DvzdtS7E&m=0_buxu3ga_r5Nt3Aq5c9LPgvu8vLfl0K5vGcvR-d78o&s=Z3tq6vnYIBZ-CTlhLYKW-ST2IcyVSqBbL0gItNE9Rsw&e=


English Language Development 

in Distance Learning

Kern County Office of Education
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H.Res.690 Recognizing and Celebrating April as 

National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month

114th Congress (2015-16)
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Since 2017 Santa Clara County Office of Education

has held a month-long celebration in April

Spotlight 
Learning Walks

Student 
Artwork 

Submission

Showcase & 
Recognitions
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National Bilingual/Multilingual

Learner Advocacy Month (1)

Recognizes 

• Students 

• School and district teams 

• Districts that have adopted resolutions for the 

▪ Pathways to Biliteracy/Seal of Biliteracy, 

▪ English Learner Roadmap Policy, and 

▪ My Name, My Identity
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Support from partners & legislators

• National Association for

Bilingual Education (NABE)

• Assemblymember Kansen Chu

• Congressman Ro Khanna

• Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren

National Bilingual/Multilingual

Learner Advocacy Month (2)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bhF7a0o7WE&feature=youtu.be


• Insert video
Equity, Policy, and Quality 

Education for the Multilingual 

Learners Across Our Nation

TweetChat

Monday, April 27, 2020

3–3:30 PM PST

@MET_SCCOE @NABEorg

#NationMLA

#MultilingualAdvocacy

National Bilingual/ 

Multilingual Learner 

Advocacy Month Virtual 

Celebration

Thursday, April 30, 2020

3-4 PM PST

Zoom Link: 

bit.ly/Mlacelebration2020

National Bilingual/Multilingual

Learner Advocacy Month
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Title III Funding 

Information

• Employee compensation 

during COVID-19

• Conference cancellations

• Travel insurance during 

COVID-19

US Department of Education:

https://www2.ed.gov/documents

/coronavirus/factsheet-fiscal-questions.pdf.
17

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/factsheet-fiscal-questions.pdf


ESSA Waiver Requests

• Requests federal waiver for portions of federal funding during COVID-19

• Preliminary approval granted April 13, 2020

• Public comment period through May 1, 2020

Webinar: Federal Funding Flexibility in Response to COVID-19 (April 23, 2020,    

10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.) 

Registration Link: 

https://cdevideo.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z5KcZaejSUer7WvDz1Nljw

Send comments by email to ESSA@cde.ca.gov or by mail to the California Department 

of Education, Government Affairs Division, 1430 N Street, Suite 5602, Sacramento, CA  

95814 
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https://cdevideo.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z5KcZaejSUer7WvDz1Nljw
mailto:ESSA@cde.ca.gov


Mental Health Resources

CDE Help for Students in Crisis web page: 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/cg/mh/studentcrisishelp.asp 19

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/cg/mh/studentcrisishelp.asp


School Lunch Information

• “CA Meals for Kids” Application 

(App)

• Find locations to pick up meals

• Some districts offer home delivery

View the CA Meals for Kids App at 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/re/mo/cameals.asp
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/re/mo/cameals.asp


Closing the Digital 

Divide Task Force

CDE News Release: 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr20

/yr20rel21.asp
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr20/yr20rel21.asp


Sanger Unified ELD 

Distance Learning 

Plan: Choice Boards 

(1)
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Sanger Unified ELD Choice Boards (2)

Distance Learning 

ELD Choice 

Boards: 

https://bit.ly/choiceE

LDsanger
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https://bit.ly/choiceELDsanger


Free Online Courses
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Stanford 

University 

“Understanding 

Language” 

Free Online 

Courses:

https://ell.stanford

.edu/courses/curr

ent

https://ell.stanford.edu/courses/current


Breakout Room Discussion

• What are we doing to promote ELD in distance learning?

• What else can be done?

• What are some of the barriers to providing ELD?

• Are these different barriers than what they are 

experiencing implementing the other content standards?
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Thank you
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