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New Law Will Make Child Care More Accessible in Sonoma County 

More families will qualify for subsidies; more providers will be better compensated 

Early childhood education providers and advocates in Sonoma, Contra Costa, and Marin Counties are celebrating 
the passage of AB-435 (Thurmond), signed by Governor Brown in October. The bill provides much needed relief 
to subsidized child care providers and families in these counties, where the high cost of doing business leaves 
many programs struggling to keep their doors open. 

The bill will provide the three counties with flexibility in using California’s child care subsidy funds. The current 
system undercompensates child care providers. It also underserves children whose working parents cannot 
afford fee-based child care, yet earn too much to qualify for the subsidy under the current, outdated guidelines. 
As a result, millions of dollars in subsidies go unused each year. Sonoma County returned over $1 million dollars 
to the state in 2016, an amount that increases every year. 

Under the new law, the counties will be able to expand which families qualify for help with childcare costs by 
adjusting income eligibility guidelines; offer higher reimbursement rates to some providers; and fully use 
allocated subsidies. Counties will develop plans to meet their individual needs and receive approval from the 
California Department of Education (CDE). Governor Brown cited the need to establish a more efficient and 
flexible subsidy system for local partners as reasons for signing the bill.  

“We must be able to utilize every dollar allocated by the state to ensure access to quality child care for as many 
children as possible,” said Angie Dillon-Shore, Executive Director of First 5 Sonoma County. “As our community 
recovers from the devastating impacts of the wildfires, it is more critical than ever that parents can access 
affordable child care and participate in the workforce, which contributes to the overall stability and strength of 
Sonoma County’s economy.” 

Susy Marrón of the Child Care Planning Council of Sonoma County also pointed out the economic benefit of 
accessible, affordable child care. Marrón stated, “High quality early care and education programs provide an 
enormous return on investment to the community, both through the proven long term positive outcomes for 
children and the short term benefits for our workforce and economy. Sonoma County’s early care system 
employs almost 4,000 workers and supports job creation and retention in many sectors.” 

“The flexibility AB-435 provides will help our programs to serve more families and compensate our teachers at a 
more equitable rate. Our families will be able to access a child care subsidy longer, supporting critical continuity 
of care for young children during the early learning years. This is essential for relationship building and optimal 
development,” said Melanie Dodson, Executive Director of the Community Child Care Council of Sonoma 
County.  

 

First 5 Sonoma County Commission 
First 5 Sonoma County invests in local systems that support children during their first five years, the most critical 
years of children’s development. Since 1999, First 5 Sonoma County has invested more than $100 million in 
Proposition 10 tobacco tax funds to help our community’s youngest children get the best start in life.  
 



 
Community Child Care Council of Sonoma County (4Cs) 
4Cs is dedicated to supporting and providing quality, accessible and affordable preschool and child care services 
for children, families and child care professionals through education, resources, and direct services. 4Cs also 
operates 12 state-funded preschools throughout Sonoma County. 
 
Sonoma County Office of Education – Child Care Planning Council of Sonoma County (CCPC) 
The Council leads collaborative efforts to advocate, assess, promote and plan for quality child care and 
development for the benefit of all children, their families, and Sonoma County.  
 


