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¡Bienvenidos!
Una versión en directo en español de esta presentación tendrá
lugar inmediatamente después de la presentación en inglés.



About Today’s Presentation

• This event is being recorded and will be available 
afterwards for anyone to view on Facebook and at 
scoe.org/covid.  

• We may not be able to get to all your questions left in the 
comments today, but we will read them all and take them 
into consideration. 

• If you want a direct response regarding a specific question, 
email communications@scoe.org.



Listening to You. In This Together.

• Thank you for your 
questions and outreach.

• We hear your anxiety. 
• We understand that you 

need answers. 
• We will share information 

as we receive it. 
• Our goal is to offer a 

range of solutions that 
serve the greatest number 
of students and staff. 



Role of County Office
• Each school district is 

autonomous.
• SCOE provides support, 

leadership, and 
guidance to Sonoma 
County’s 40 school 
districts.

• Coordinates 
communication 
between school districts 
and county health 
department.



April 22
School/Health 

Planning 
Committee 

formed

February 
COVID-19 

becomes an 
international 

concern

March 14
1st  Sonoma 

County 
community 

transmission 
case 

of COVID-19

Feb. 4 & 6
SCOE hosts first 

meeting w/ 
county health 

officer and issues 
joint guidance 

letter

April 1
SCOE/districts 

announce that schools 
to continue distance 

learning until summer
---

April 13
1st meeting w/ county 

health to discuss school 
reopening

---
Ongoing

SCOE provides distance 
learning trainings and 

regular superintendent 
meetings/updates

March 17
Sonoma County 
issues Shelter-in-

Place

May 14
Committee 

meets with public 
health

Ongoing
SCOE team 

provides summer 
training/guidance/

support to 
districts

---
Working with 

CalOES to obtain 
PPE for schools

February March April May June

SCOE 
Efforts

COVID 
Events

COMMITTEE
EFFORTS

COVID-19: SCOE & Task Force Response Timeline

May 14
SCOE publicly releases 

initial planning 
guidance for school 

reopening

June 3
Committee meets with public health

---
June 5

Meeting with all 40 superintendents 
to gather input

---
June 10

Task force to meet w/ public health 
to  finalize mitigation plan details

March 11
SCOE holds first 

distance learning 
training for districts

---
March 14

SCOE/County 
Health issue joint 
recommendation 
to close all county 

public schools
---

March 16
Informational 

Meeting for School 
Districts



Update on School Reopening in 
California

• June 5: Guidelines released by California Department of Public Health
• June 8: Guidelines released by California Department of Education
• June 10: SCOE met with Sonoma County Department of Health 

Services to see how these guidelines apply to Sonoma County
• June 12: Anticipated release of Sonoma County ”Roadmap”
• Ongoing: Make adjustments to guidelines as needed based on 

changing health information. 
• Ongoing: Support districts in preparing for the new school year by 

providing:
– Training
– Infrastructure/technology support
– Help acquiring personal protective equipment
– Communications support



Roadmap to a Safe Reopening

Aligned With: 
Sonoma County Health Order C19-14

Based on Guidance From:
• Sonoma County Department of Health 

Services
• Centers for Disease Control
• California Department of Public Health
• California Department of Education

In Collaboration With: 
• The School/Health Planning 

Committee
• Regular meetings (3) with the 40 

superintendents of Sonoma County



Developed by School/Health Planning 
Committee: 
• Barbara Bickford, Twin Hills School District (West County)

• Gary Callahan, Petaluma City Schools (South County)

• Jeremy Decker, Cloverdale Unified School District (North County)

• Diann Kitamura, Santa Rosa City Schools (Central/East County)

• Dana Pedersen, Guerneville School District (Small Districts)

• Steve Herrington, Sonoma County Superintendent of Schools 
(Coordinates with districts)

• Sundari Mase, Sonoma County Health Officer

• Adam Radtke, County Counsel



About the Roadmap

• Guidelines designed to help schools reopen under Stage 3.  
When we move to Stage 4, restrictions can loosen and we 
will adjust

• Based on local public health order and other health 
guidance at local, state, national level

• Not a mandate – provides maximum flexibility so that 
districts can meet unique needs of their community



About the Roadmap
Each school district will be dealing with their own 
circumstances in creating a customized plan that fits the 
needs of their community. However, it is important that we 
work together to ensure that these guiding principles are at 
the heart of every school reopening:

Protect student, staff, and community health

Foster student learning and progress

Maintain positive learning environments

Foster student emotional health

Care for our most vulnerable populations



What to Expect

• A gradual reopening will likely begin in 
early August. 

• Some rural schools may open for all 
children five days per week.

• Schools in more urban areas may have 
to use a hybrid program model or focus 
on bringing back young children to 
begin with.

• We encourage all schools to offer 
options to families, including distance 
learning, hybrid, and in-person models

• School will look very different

Fall Reopening



What to Expect

• Classrooms should be set up to support 
six feet separation of students/staff. 

• However, we recognize that 6 feet will 
not be possible to maintain 100% of the 
time during instruction and student 
interactions.

• Smaller “cohorts” will stay together to 
minimize risk/help with contact tracing.

• Cloth masks required for students 
over 12, with flexibility for those 12 
and under. Most important when 
students/staff cannot maintain six feet 
separation, i.e. passing in hallways.

• Exemptions for students/staff with 
underlying health conditions

• Cloth masks required for staff.

Social Distancing



What to Expect

• 6 feet distancing may not always be 
possible

• Recommended safety measures include: 

– Have students/staff wear face 
coverings

– Open windows when possible

– Maximize spacing between 
students to the extent possible

– Stagger arrival/dropoff times

Transportation



What to Expect

• Temperature/health checks 
as students arrive at school

• Frequent 
cleanings/sanitation

• Strong emphasis on 
personal hygiene practices 
and education

Health/Safety



What to Expect

• Social-emotional support for all 
students and intensive support for at-
risk students.

• Menu of learning options to serve all 
families.

• Conduct outdoor learning where 
possible.

• Provide high-quality, standards 
based instruction.

• Educate and communicate with 
families regularly.

• Prepare to pivot to distance learning 
in the event of a spike.

School Environment





Still Seeking Answers
Schools will need answers to these questions to 

move forward with a safe reopening:

• Funding
– Social distancing will cost MORE at a time when schools 

are expected to get LESS. 
– Schools will need adequate funding from state/national 

government to reopen safely
• Flexibility: 

– Schools will need flexibility on the length of the school 
day/school year

– Schools will need flexibility around tracking attendance



Your Questions
• What if I do not feel comfortable/safe sending my child back to school in the fall?

– Districts strongly encouraged to provide options, including distance learning, a 
hybrid model, and in-person.

• Will full-time in-person classes be available for working parents?
– Every district is working toward this. Some may be able to provide in-person classes 

before others because of facilities, funding, etc. 
– Districts are looking for creative solutions, such as partnering with parks or other 

childcare agencies.

• Will my child have to wear a mask all day? How will teachers address the 
social/emotional impacts of this?
– The current health order provides flexibility for children 12 and under with masks. 

They are recommended but not required. 
– Children with an underlying health condition are exempt.
– Masks are most important when other social distancing measures cannot be in 

place. 



Your Questions
• Since there has been a huge cut to the CA educational budget what is your plan for 

implementing safety measures if students are to return to the classroom?
– We are hoping that the national HEROES Act and state legislature will provide 

additional funding.
– The state has promised to provide personal protective equipment
– Bottom line, if the funding and PPE are not provided, it may not be safe for schools 

to reopen. 

• How can teachers help my young child feel comfortable given social distancing 
requirements?
– This is a challenge of our current moment.
– There will be flexibility for closer contact for brief periods of time. 
– Teachers are sensitive to this and are skilled at putting children at ease. 
– SCOE/school districts will offer social-emotional training & support 



Keeping You Informed

• Check back for regular updates at scoe.org/covid and on 
Facebook.

• Reach out to your local school district to share your 
thoughts, concerns, and ideas.

• Email questions or concerns to 
communications@scoe.org



Thank YOU for your patience 
and understanding during 

these unprecedented times. 
Together, we will create a 

positive school reopening for 
kids!


