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Sonoma County Office of Education (SCOE) is partnering closely with the Sonoma County Department of 
Health Services to ensure that schools reopen as safely as possible in the fall. For the most up-to-date 
information, please visit scoe.org/covid.   
 
Q: Who makes the guidelines that schools need to follow in the fall? 
A: School districts are bound by state and county health orders. Beyond this, they are free to develop 
their own operations and safety plan to best serve the needs of their community based on guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control, California Department of Public Health, and California 
Department of Education. The “Roadmap to a Safe Reopening” guidance document provided by the 
Sonoma County Office of Education, the school/health task force, and the county health department is 
not a mandate, but rather a series of recommendations and best practices that are aligned with the 
current public health order.  
 
Q: What if I do not feel comfortable/safe sending my child back to school in the fall? 
A: We recognize the concern that many parents have concerns regarding the conditions that may be 
in place in the fall. School districts are strongly encouraged to provide options to meet the needs of 
every family, including distance learning, a hybrid model, and in-person classes. 
 
Q: Will full-time in-person classes be available for working parents? 
A: Every school district is working toward this goal. However, some school districts may be able 
to provide full-time, in-person classes before others as a result of having more classroom space, 
greater funding, etc. Districts are also looking for creative solutions, such as partnering with 
parks or other childcare agencies. 
 
Q: Will my child have to wear a mask all day? How will teachers address the social/emotional 
impacts of this? 
A: The current health order provides flexibility for children 12 and under with masks. They are 
recommended where feasible, but not required for this age group. As well, children with an 
underlying health condition are exempt. Masks are most important when other social distancing 
measures cannot be in place. While students will likely need to wear masks at least some of the time, 
schools will be working hard to provide additional social-emotional supports to children to address 
these concerns. 
 
 



 
Q: How will these rules impact sports? Who decides what sports will be allowed? 
A: Schools are encouraged to refer to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance regarding 
Considerations for Youth Sports. As well, schools will conform to all California Department of 
Education (CDE) and California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) sports restrictions and game/team 
safety and hygiene protocols. At this time, contact sports are considered high-risk and are restricted.  
 
Q: Since California is expected to cut educational funding due, what is your plan for 
implementing safety measures if students are to return to the classroom? 
A: We are hoping that the national HEROES Act and state legislature will provide additional funding in 
the weeks ahead so that schools will have the resources they need to reopen safely. As well, the state 
has promised to provide personal protective equipment (PPE). Schools will need this additional 
funding and PPE to reopen safely. 
 
Q: How can teachers help my young child feel comfortable given social distancing 
requirements? 
A: This is a challenge of our current moment, one that we believe teachers and schools will 
work hard to address. These guidelines acknowledge the reality that teachers and students will 
need to interact more closely than six feet at times, and builds in flexibility in this regard. It is 
most important for teachers/students to be keep interactions brief when they must be closer 
than six feet, and to wear a mask. 
 
Q: Why are all these precautions necessary when children rarely get seriously ill from COVID-19? 
A: While children do not appear to be as susceptible to this illness as older individuals, they can spread 
the illness to older family members or school employees. Sonoma County schools serve nearly 70,000 
students and 8,000 school employees and therefore play an important role in helping to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 in our overall community.   
 


