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Middle School and 
Secondary English & 

Social Studies



What does it take for EL 
Learners to be Successful in the 

Secondary Setting?







DOUBLE 
CHALLENGE Learning 

academic content 
AND the 

language in which 
it is being 
presented.



Past Traditional Practice

★ Treated language learning as a 
process of imparting words and 
structures or rules to students, 
separate from the process of 
teaching content knowledge



What is the consequence?

Left especially unprepared to work with 
the complex texts and the academic types of 
language that are required to engage in 
content area practices



Non-negotiables
with New Standards

Call for all students, including ELLs, to 
master an array of academic language 

practices that are critical to 
achievement in content areas. 



What are those
academic practices? 

★ argument from evidence
★ analysis of complex texts

★ developing and using models



Non-negotiables
with New Standards

ELLs benefit from instructional approaches that treat 
language and content in an integrated way that is 
designed to help them build the language skills 

that they need to succeed in content 
classrooms, college and careers.



Non-Negotiable
Made Practical

Frequent, extended opportunities

to speak about content material

and work through complex texts in English

 with small groups of classmates



Scaffolding Understanding

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/middle-school-ela-unit-persuasion
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/middle-school-ela-unit-persuasion


Discussion Questions

1. Ms. Park-Friend frames the reading by using 
focus questions. Why is this important for ELLs?

2. Students are interacting with the texts in a variety 
of ways. How do all of these interactions support 
students to write their own persuasive speeches?



PURPOSEFUL 
GROUPING

heterogeneous 
classrooms

range of 
models for 
how to use 
English 
words or 
structures 
appropriately

ample 
opportunities

personalized feedback on 
ELLs’ own developing 

English use

extended 
interaction 

with peers of 
varying 
English 

proficiency 
levels



Purposeful Grouping

Teachers sometimes group students heterogeneously 
according to English proficiency

And sometimes homogeneously, depending on the 
purpose of the task at hand.





Prior Knowledge

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/activating-prior-knowledge
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/activating-prior-knowledge


Discussion Questions

This lesson asks students to utilize various forms of 
“communicative functions” through the three-step interview. Why 
is this important for ELLs?

How does the structure of this task ensure that all students are 
engaged in the work?

How did Ms. Park-Friend activate her students’ prior knowledge?



WORD PROBLEM 

In three more years, Miguel's grandfather will be six 
times as old as Miguel was last year. When Miguel's 

present age is added to his grandfather's present age, 
the total is 68. How old is each one now? 



The Challenge

This word problem may pose difficulty for the ELL student in 
distinguishing tenses as they relate to the word problem. The 
solution?

1. Teacher draws a timeline
2. Have the student highlight all tense words in the word problem
3. And determine which tense they are. 



In three more years, Miguel's grandfather will be six 
times as old as Miguel was last year. When Miguel's 

present age is added to his grandfather's present age, 
the total is 68. How old is each one now? 

Past Tense (-) Present Tense 
(Your task to 
find out)

Future Tense (+)

was last year present age
now

more years 
will be



Extended Discussion
Typically BEFORE 

ELL reads texts
BEST through 
EXTENDED 

DISCUSSION with 
their classmates 

AFTER reading or 
BETWEEN multiple 

readings



Extended Discussion

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/middle-school-vocabulary-development
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/middle-school-vocabulary-development


Discussion Questions
What’s the benefit of doing vocabulary development after 
completing the various activities around a complex text?

When Ms. Langois reflects on the strategy of pre-teaching 
vocabulary, what were some of her realizations as her 
students engaged in this new way of vocabulary 
development?





Supporting Diverse

and Personal Connections

Even teachers who value diversity can still 
miss opportunities and misunderstand 

students’ intentions.



What do we learn
from this situation?

Obviously, this teacher is trying to draw on the 
daily life of students by asking them to recall their 
own experiences with eggs, but Rosa’s attempts to 
talk about eggs from within her cultural context are 
being misinterpreted. 



What do we learn
from this situation?

Rosa values objects as part of social relations. She 
approaches the egg as part of a particular social 
experience. 

Bill and the teacher, on the other hand, are more 
comfortable talking about the egg as a physical object and 
discussing its constituent parts. 



Honor the 
understandings that 
students bring with 

them to school 
about how and why 

things work. 



Listen carefully to 
understand student 
ideas because these will 
not always be clearly 
articulated and because 
listeners will not 
immediately see the 
value they offer.



Provide opportunities for students to 
engage with the learning in a variety of ways 
and demonstrate their understandings in a 
variety of assessments.



Look for multiple 
solutions or 

perspectives to a 
problem or issue. 

Ask for alternative 
solutions and 

consider them all. 



Create personal 
links to knowledge, 
events, and ideas and 
encourage 
conversation about 
those links.



Move to create a 
sustaining 

community around 
the ideas.



RECAP: 5 STRATEGIES
Scaffolding Understanding

Purposeful Grouping

Background Knowledge

Extended Discussion

Valuing Linguistic Differences



We and our students can be like Gus.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zt7rXE9vhNY

