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Figure 2.21. Integrated ELD  
Effective instructional experiences for ELs throughout the day and across the disciplines: 

• Are interactive and engaging, meaningful and relevant, and intellectually rich and challenging 

• Are appropriately scaffolded in order to provide strategic support that moves learners toward 

independence 

• Build both content knowledge and academic English 

• Value and build on primary language and culture and other forms of prior knowledge 

 
(Anstrom, and others 2010; August and Shanahan 2006; Francis, and others 2006; Genesee, and others 

2006; Short and Fitzsimmons 2007) 

 
Designated ELD 
As demonstrated in the discussion about integrated ELD, most of an ELs’ English 

language development occurs throughout the day and across the content areas as they 

learn to use English, learn content through English, and learn—to varying degrees, 

depending on discipline and topic—about how English works to make meaning. 

However, research and practical experience suggest that setting aside a time during the 

day to focus strategically on language is beneficial (August and Shanahan 2006; CDE 

2010a; Christie 2005; Genesee, and others, 2006; Saunders, Foorman, and Carlson 

2006).  

Designated ELD is a protected time during the regular school day when teachers 

use the CA ELD Standards as the focal standards in ways that build into and from 

content instruction in order to develop critical English language skills, knowledge, and 

abilities needed for content learning in English. This means that designated ELD should 

not be viewed as separate and isolated from ELA, science, social studies, mathematics, 

and other disciplines but rather as an opportunity during the regular school day to 

support ELs to develop the discourse practices, grammatical structures, and vocabulary 

necessary for successful participation in academic tasks across the content areas. 

During this protected time, ELs should be actively engaged in collaborative discussions 

where they build up their awareness about language and develop their skills and 

abilities to use language. Accordingly, during designated ELD, there is a strong 

emphasis on oral language development. Naturally, designated ELD instruction will also 

involve some level of reading and writing tasks as students learn to use English in new 
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