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ways that are appropriate to the setting and identified student needs. For example, they 

are the focal standards in settings specifically designed for English language 

development—such as an ELD class where ELs are grouped by English language 

proficiency level. Additionally, the CA ELD Standards are designed and intended to be 

used in tandem with other academic content standards to support ELs in mainstream 

academic content classrooms. These could include, for example, a third-grade self-

contained classroom during ELA, history/social science, mathematics, and science 

instruction; a middle school math class; or high school science class, among others. 

When the CA ELD Standards are used during content instruction in tandem with content 

standards, this is termed Integrated ELD. When the CA ELD Standards are used as the 

focal standards during a protected time during the instructional day, this is termed 

Designated ELD (see Chapters 1 and 2 and the grade span chapters for additional 

information on integrated and designated ELD instruction). 
 Whether EL students are enrolled in alternative bilingual or mainstream English 

programs, all California educators have the dual obligation to provide EL students with 

meaningful access to grade-level academic content via appropriate instruction and to 

develop students’ academic English language proficiency.  

Figure 9.3. Instructional Characteristics in Programs for English Learners 
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 Biliterate Students 
 In California, biliteracy is valued and the primary languages that ELs bring to 

school are considered important resources, valuable in their own right and as a base 

from which to develop English as an additional language. Also valued are the benefits to 

native speakers of English in becoming bilingual and biliterate. While developmental 

bilingual programs provide means for ELs to become biliterate in their native language 
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