
Figure 10.6. Selected CCR Anchor Standards of the CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy and Critical 
Principles of the CA ELD Standards that Demand Critical Thinking

CCR Anchor Standard: Reading
4.  Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning 
or tone.
7.  Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually 
and quantitatively, as well as in words.
8.  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of 
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
9.  Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

CCR Anchor Standard: Writing
1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
8.  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

CCR Anchor Standard: Speaking and Listening
2.  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally.
3.  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

CCR Anchor Standard: Language
3.  Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading 
or listening.

CA ELD Standards Critical Principle: Part I - Collaborative 
3.  Offering and justifying opinions, negotiating with and persuading others in communicative 
exchanges

CA ELD Standards Critical Principle: Part I - Interpretive
6.  Evaluating how well writers and speakers use language to support ideas and arguments 
with details or evidence depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and 
content area
7. Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how 
meaning is conveyed explicitly and implicitly through language
8.  Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for 
specific purposes (to explain, persuade, entertain, etc.) depending on modality, text type, 
purpose, audience, topic, and content area

CA ELD Standards Critical Principle: Part I - Productive
10. Writing literary and informational texts to present, describe, and explain ideas and 
information, using appropriate technology
11. Justifying own arguments and evaluating others’ arguments in writing

CA ELD Standards Critical Principle: Part II - Structuring Cohesive Texts
1.  Understanding text structure and organization based on purpose, text type, and discipline
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