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 hroughout the coming year, the Sonoma County 

Office of Education will sponsor nine student events and 

academic competitions for grade K-12 

students. Designed to encourage active 

and engaged learning, these activities will 

attract students from all areas of the county, 

providing an opportunity to showcase their 

extraordinary talents and support their on-

going success. Teachers and administrators 

are invited to involve their students in these 

activities. This publication describes each 

event and provides contact information for 

learning more.

Student events are...

A chance for students to excel in 
areas of interest

A resource for teachers to 
encourage and motivate learning

An opportunity to build school 
spirit in support of academics

An occasion for community 
recognition of award-winning 
students and schools

October Careers in Construction Expo
  Sonoma County Cardboard Challenge

February Synopsys-Sonoma County Science Fair
  Transition Fair

March  Countywide Spelling Competitions
  Five-Minute Film Festival

April  Science Olympiad

May  Robotics Challenge

Summer Summer High School Internship Program

5340 Skylane Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-8246 
(707) 524-2600   n   www.scoe.org
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Encouraging, 

recognizing, and 

promoting learning for 

Sonoma County 

students

Robotics Challenge

When   May 2, 2015 
 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Where   Elsie Allen High School, Santa Rosa

For   Grade 4-8 school teams

Cost   $10 per student

Register   Challenge events are announced in  
 February; schools register in April

Contacts Rick Phelan, 524-2847, rphelan@scoe.org 
 Connie Anderson, 524-2823, canderson@scoe.org  
 Jill McIntyre, 524-2816, jmcintyre@scoe.org

Students form school teams and prepare for the Robotics 
Challenge throughout the school year in classes or 
extra-curricular clubs as they learn how to design and 
build robots using Lego Mindstorm kits and special 
programming software. At the Robotics Challenge, teams 
from across Sonoma County come together to compete 
in four to six challenge events. Details of the competitions 
are announced in advance, then students use their 
mathematics, science, and engineering skills to create 
competition-ready robots. On the day of the event, teams 
compete by matching robots and ideas. 

May

Summer High School  
Internship Program (SHIP)

When Four-week summer internship

Where  Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park

For High school juniors

Cost Free

Register Student application forms are available  
 on the SSU website in mid-February

Contact Sonoma State University, School of  
 Science & Technology, 664-2171

The SHIP program, a collaboration between SCOE 
and Sonoma State University’s School of Science and 
Technology, matches top high school juniors with SSU 
faculty mentors who are conducting research in the 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) fields. Participating students earn a $1,000 stipend 
and have the opportunity to work on challenging research 
projects in state-of-the-art facilities while interacting with 
faculty and SSU students in the university environment. 
Up to 15 students will be selected for this program in 2015. 
Project information from prior years is available on the SSU 
website, www.sonoma.edu/scitech/hs.
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          Science  Olympiad                                   

When April 18, 2015 
 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Where  Lawrence Jones Middle School, Rohnert Park

For Grade 4-6 students

Cost  $40 per school

Register Schools register in mid-November

Contacts Karen McGahey, 522-3330, kmcgahey@scoe.org

Scheduled every other year, the Science Olympiad 
is a spirited team event that challenges elementary 
students to demonstrate their science knowledge, 
understanding, and skill. The event is a competition, 
but the emphasis is on having fun while doing 
science. Students prepare for Olympiad contests 
through teacher-directed classroom study of life, 
earth, and physical science. The science facts, 
concepts, processes, and skills that students learn in 
class are applied in Olympiad contests and activities. 

April



When   Elementary – March 16, 2015  
 Junior High – March 17, 2015  
 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Where   SCOE

For   Grade 4-9 students

Cost   $85 per school

Register   Schools register to participate in November;  
 Regional elementary bees are held in Jan-Feb 

Contact Connie Anderson, 524-2823, canderson@scoe.org

SCOE coordinates regional and county elementary 
spelling competitions for grade 4-6 students and a 
countywide junior high competition for students in  
grades 7-9. Students are selected to participate in 
the county spelling bees through regional elementary  
events, or at school-based junior high competitions.                           
At the county bees, students compete in elimination 
rounds, with trophies awarded to the top spellers. 
All spellers receive certificates and event mementos 
to recognize their accomplishments. The first and           
second-place winners from each county spelling bee         
are eligible to advance to the state-level championships. 

March

Careers in Construction Expo

When October 16, 2014 
 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Where  Veterans Memorial Hall, Santa Rosa

For Grade 6-12 students

Cost  Free

Register Teachers bringing student groups    
 must register in early October                              

Contacts Patricia Biagi, 524-2836, pbiagi@scoe.org 
 Susan Wood, 524-2722, swood@scoe.org

The Careers in Construction Expo is co-sponsored 
by SCOE and the North Coast Builders Exchange, 
with support from trade groups and construction 
companies. Approximately 1,000 middle and high 
school students are bused to the event to watch 
demonstrations, learn about future employment 
opportunities and job requirements, talk with people in 
the construction industry, and participate in hands-on 
projects guided by professionals. Most students attend 
the Construction Expo through a Career Technical 
Education (CTE) class or other school program.

Sonoma County             
Cardboard Challenge

When October 11, 2014 
 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Where  Sonoma County Fairgrounds,                                           
 Hall of Flowers

For Students of all ages

Cost  Free

Register Advanced registration is not required

Contacts Dan Blake, 524-2780, dblake@scoe.org

SCOE and its ieSonoma partners are sponsoring the 
first annual Sonoma County Cardboard Challenge. 
Students of all ages are invited to this free event where 
they can build, play, and share their cardboard 
creations. Students can build creations on-site or bring 
“pre-built” cardboard creations for others to see and 
play with. The Cardboard Challenge is scheduled to 
coincide with the Imagination Foundation’s third 
annual Global Cardboard Challenge, a worldwide 
celebration of child creativity that was inspired by the 
short film Caine’s Arcade.
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Synopsys-Sonoma  
County Science Fair

When February 27, 2015 
 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Where  Sonoma State University

For Grade 6-12 students

Cost  Free

Register Schools register in mid-December

Contact Jessica Progulske, 524-8418, jprogulske@scoe.org 

The Synopsys-Sonoma County Science Fair gives 
grade 6-12 students the opportunity to study a 
science, technology, or mathematics topic of 
interest, then apply their research 
and knowledge to a real-life 
question. Students participate in 
the Science Fair by developing, 
completing, and reporting on 
a scientific research project 
individually or in a group of two 
or three students. On the day of 
the Science Fair, students present 
their research projects to teams 
of judges and participate in 
interactive science workshops. 
Top projects selected by the 
judges may advance to the 
California State Science Fair.
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When February 25, 2015 
                    3:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Where SCOE

For   Middle school, high school, and post-secondary  
 special education students and their families

Cost            Free

Register     Advanced registration is not required

Contact  Dana Zapanta, 992-1142, dzapanta@scoe.org

At the annual Transition Fair, special education students 
and their families learn about the local programs and 
services that are available to students who are no longer 
eligible for school-based special education programs. 

The event brings together over 
40 agencies that provide 
higher education, job 
training, employment, day 
programs, living options, 
and health services to adults 
with disabilities. Students and 
their families can talk with 
agency representatives, pick up 
informational brochures, and 
get their questions answered 
as they consider their plan 
for transitioning from school 
to adulthood. The event is co-
sponsored by SCOE, North Bay 
Regional Center, Department of 
Rehabilitation, and the Sonoma  

  County Transition Consortium.

February

North Bay Region Academic Decathlon 
The Academic Decathlon is a ten-event scholastic 
competition for teams of high school students. Sonoma 
County teams participate in this regional event in late 
January/early February. Winning teams advance to the 
California Academic Decathlon. Learn more at                 
www.academicdecathlon.org/nbrad.htm.

National History Day–Sonoma County 
History Day is a year-long academic program that 
encourages students to explore history through project-
based learning and research. Students present their projects 
in February at the Sonoma County event. If successful 
locally, they can advance to state and national competitions. 
Learn more at www.nhdsonomacounty.org.

Two additional events

Note: These events are not sponsored by SCOE.

Five-Minute Film Festival

 When March 16, 2015 
   4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

 Where   Public theater in Santa Rosa 

 For    Grade K-12 students

 Cost    Free

 Register   Teacher teams must attend mandatory  
   preparation workshop at SCOE in November

 Contact Karen McGahey, 522-3330, kmcgahey@scoe.org
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The Five-Minute Film Festival is a countywide contest that 
showcases student work for a live audience in a public 
theater. Prior to the festival, students work with teachers 
to create videos that demonstrate their learning around 
a central integrated theme. Films are then submitted to a 
judging panel for review and the top 15 are selected to debut 
at the festival. Prizes are awarded to the winners in each 
category. 


